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Course	Description:	
This	 elective	 course	 comprehensively	 explores	 International	 Disaster	 Law	 and	 Policy,	
Disaster	 Response,	 and	 the	 International	 Law	 of	 Disaster	 Relief.	 It	 delves	 into	 the	 legal,	
policy,	 and	 humanitarian	 dimensions	 of	 global	 crises,	 equipping	 students	 with	 a	 deep	
understanding	of	the	frameworks	and	mechanisms	that	govern	disaster	response	and	relief	
efforts	at	the	international	level.	Through	a	multidisciplinary	approach,	students	will	analyze	
case	studies,	examine	relevant	international	treaties,	and	critically	evaluate	the	effectiveness	
of	existing	disaster	response	strategies.	By	the	end	of	the	course,	students	will	be	well-versed	
in	 the	 legal	and	policy	 frameworks	that	guide	disaster	management	and	relief,	enhancing	
their	ability	to	contribute	effectively	to	this	critical	field.	
	
Course	Overview:	
-	Introduction	to	International	Disaster	Law	and	Policy:	Understanding	the	legal	and	policy	
foundations	of	international	disaster	management	and	response.	
-	Disaster	Response	and	Preparedness:	Analyzing	strategies	and	best	practices	for	effective	
disaster	 response,	 including	 risk	 assessment,	 early	 warning	 systems,	 and	 emergency	
management.	
-	The	International	Law	of	Disaster	Relief:	Exploring	the	legal	frameworks	and	international	
instruments	governing	disaster	relief	efforts.	
-	 Humanitarian	 Principles	 and	 Ethics	 in	 Disaster	 Response:	 Examining	 the	 ethical	
considerations	and	humanitarian	principles	guiding	relief	operations.	
-	 Case	 Studies	 in	 International	 Disaster	 Response:	 Analyzing	 real-world	 examples	 of	
international	disaster	response	efforts	and	evaluating	their	successes	and	challenges.	
-	International	Cooperation	and	Collaboration:	Understanding	the	importance	of	multilateral	
cooperation	and	collaboration	in	disaster	response	and	relief.	
-	Legal	and	Policy	Challenges	in	Disaster	Relief:	Identifying	and	addressing	legal	and	policy	
challenges	in	international	disaster	relief	efforts.	
-	Assessing	 the	Effectiveness	of	 International	Disaster	Response:	Critically	 evaluating	 the	
effectiveness	of	international	frameworks	and	mechanisms	in	responding	to	global	crises.	
-	Future	Trends	and	Innovations	in	Disaster	Relief:	Exploring	emerging	trends,	technologies,	
and	innovations	in	international	disaster	response	and	relief	efforts.	
	
Course	Objectives:	
By	the	end	of	this	course,	students	will	be	able	to:	
1. Understand	the	key	concepts,	frameworks,	and	principles	of	International	Disaster	Law	

and	Policy.	
2. Analyze	 and	 evaluate	 the	 legal	 and	 policy	 dimensions	 of	 disaster	 response	 and	 relief	

efforts	at	the	international	level.	
3. Identify	and	critically	assess	the	challenges	and	opportunities	in	international	disaster	

response	and	relief.	
4. Demonstrate	an	understanding	of	the	international	 instruments	and	legal	 frameworks	

governing	disaster	relief.	



5. Apply	ethical	and	humanitarian	principles	to	analyze	and	evaluate	international	disaster	
response	operations.	

6. Evaluate	the	effectiveness	of	international	disaster	response	mechanisms	and	propose	
improvements.	

7. Analyze	 case	 studies	 to	 understand	 practical	 applications	 of	 international	 disaster	
response	strategies.	

8. Demonstrate	 an	 awareness	 of	 emerging	 trends	 and	 innovations	 in	 the	 field	 of	
international	disaster	response	and	relief.	

	
Selected	readings	on	this	course:	
	
1. Caron,	D.	D.,	Kelly,	M.	J.,	&	Telesetky,	A.	(Eds.).	(No	date	available).	The	International	Law	

of	Disaster	Relief.	Retrieved	from	https://lawcat.berkeley.edu/record/369854?ln=en		
2. Farber,	D.	A.	(No	date	available).	International	Law	and	the	Disaster	Cycle.	In	D.	D.	Caron,	

M.	J.	Kelly,	&	A.	Telesetky	(Eds.),	The	International	Law	of	Disaster	Relief.		
3. Ueki,	T.	(No	date	available).	Natural	Disasters	and	the	Theory	of	International	Law.	In	D.	

D.	Caron,	M.	J.	Kelly,	&	A.	Telesetky	(Eds.),	The	International	Law	of	Disaster	Relief.		
4. Saunders,	I.	(No	date	available).	International	Disaster	Relief	Law	and	Article	38(1)(c)	of	

the	Statute	of	the	International	Court	of	Justice:	The	Forgotten	Source	of	International	
Law.	In	D.	D.	Caron,	M.	J.	Kelly,	&	A.	Telesetky	(Eds.),	The	International	Law	of	Disaster	
Relief.		

5. Tokunaga,	 E.	 (No	 date	 available).	 Evolution	 of	 International	 Disaster	 Response	 Law:	
Toward	Codification	and	Progressive	Development	of	the	Law.	In	D.	D.	Caron,	M.	J.	Kelly,	
&	A.	Telesetky	(Eds.),	The	International	Law	of	Disaster	Relief.		

6. Clement,	 C.	 (No	 date	 available).	 International	 Disaster	 Response	 Laws,	 Rules,	 and	
Principles:	 A	 Pragmatic	 Approach	 to	 Strengthening	 International	 Disaster	 Response	
Mechanisms.	In	D.	D.	Caron,	M.	J.	Kelly,	&	A.	Telesetky	(Eds.),	The	International	Law	of	
Disaster	Relief.		

7. Takamura,	 Y.	 (No	date	 available).	Release	 of	Radioactive	 Substances	 into	 the	 Sea	 and	
International	Law:	The	Japanese	Experience	in	the	Course	of	Nuclear	Disaster.	In	D.	D.	
Caron,	M.	J.	Kelly,	&	A.	Telesetky	(Eds.),	The	International	Law	of	Disaster	Relief.		

8. Bookmiller,	K.	N.	(No	date	available).	The	International	Law	of	96	Hours:	Urban	Search	
and	Rescue	Teams	and	the	Current	State	of	International	Disaster	Response	Law.	In	D.	D.	
Caron,	M.	J.	Kelly,	&	A.	Telesetky	(Eds.),	The	International	Law	of	Disaster	Relief.		

9. Gribbin,	C.,	&	Maiolo,	I.	(No	date	available).	Legal	Framework	Applicable	to	Humanitarian	
Actors	Responding	to	Disasters	in	Weak	and	Fragile	States.	In	D.	D.	Caron,	M.	J.	Kelly,	&	A.	
Telesetky	(Eds.),	The	International	Law	of	Disaster	Relief.		

10. Renshaw,	C.	S.	(No	date	available).	Disasters,	Despots,	and	Gun-Boat	Diplomacy.	In	D.	D.	
Caron,	M.	J.	Kelly,	&	A.	Telesetky	(Eds.),	The	International	Law	of	Disaster	Relief.		

11. Sykes,	K.	 (No	date	 available).	Hunger	Without	Frontiers:	The	Right	 to	Food	and	State	
Obligations	to	Migrants.	In	D.	D.	Caron,	M.	J.	Kelly,	&	A.	Telesetky	(Eds.),	The	International	
Law	of	Disaster	Relief.	

	
Please	note	that	the	list	above	is	not	exhaustive,	and	additional	readings	may	be	added	based	
on	specific	topics	or	interests	within	the	course.	


