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Narrative policy framework – 

This course provides a foundation for students to understand how narratives play an important role 

in policymaking and how they can assist policymakers in dealing with difficult policy issues. The 

major challenge for policymakers is dealing with existing wicked and complex problems for which 

there are no clear answers or solutions available. These problems include criminal behavior, 

environmental degradation, natural disaster management, and effective responses to health 

pandemics. Narratives and stories are an important part of human existence because stories are 

inherent in humans and always influence collective action or policy outcomes. The stories also 

allow us to connect in new ways to policy issues concerning health, environment, economics, 

politics and gender, as well as how different policy tools can be used in tandem to solve a policy 

problem. The Narrative Policy Framework is about gathering and collecting stories from people 

involved in current policy issues. For example, in recent years, leadership of large nations has been 

about setting direction, sense making, and selling the influencing narrative to their supporters, as 

a result of which leadership narratives have been strongly convinced by populist appeals and 

identity politics. Thus these stories and convincing narratives from relevant stakeholders can 

provide a better perspective of how a problem is interpreted and subsequently addressed. To 

mitigate the negative effects of these evil and complex problems leaders, advocates, policy 

scientists, and scholars recognize the importance of persuasive narratives derived from the 

Narrative Policy Framework and sense making for initiating policy reform. This course will also 

teach students about narrative economics and how policy scientists can effectively make major 

economic decisions using narratives from major economic players around the world. In addition 

to understanding how narratives play a central role in policy making,this course would demonstrate 

how qualitative and quantitative data is used together in addressing a policy problem. 

Who should take this course? This course is intended for post graduate level students.  

Learning outcomes: 

• A brief learning about Narrative Policy Framework its methodology and applications in public 

policy. 

• Using narratives to understand wicked and complex policy problems and how their negative 

consequences can be mitigated. 

• Engaging students in an interactive learning process to gain a basic understanding of how stories 

play an important role in resolving the complexities of a policy issue. 

• Understanding Narrative Economics, its tools for collecting narratives and applications in 

economic policies, and how narrations about some major economic decisions could have changed 

some major financial crises around the world.. 



• Analyze the applications of narratives in various sectors such as health, education, gender, and 

climate change to understand the difference in policy decisions made after collecting stories from 

stakeholders versus those made without the narratives. 

 

 

Week No. Lecture 

No. 

Topic Instructor Date 

1 

 
 

1 Introduction to Narrative Policy Framework   

2 Role of Narratives in Policy making   

2 
 

3 Methodologies of conducting the research    

4 Stakeholder analysis of a concerned policy problem    

3 
 

5 How to design a narrative questionnaire   

6 Extraction of data from the collected stories   

4 
 

7 Limitations to narrative policy    

8 Video Film presentation and class discussion    

 

5 
 

9 Introduction to Narrative economics    

10 Case studies on narrative economics    

6 
 

11 Tools and methodologies of narrative economics   

12 Video Film presentation and class discussions   
 

7 
 

13 

 

How different policy tools can be used in 

conducting the study  

  

14 Role of technology in advancement of NPF    

8 
 

15 Student Presentations for Assignment 1 Student led  

16 Student Presentations for Assignment 1 Student led  

9 
 

17 How the world is using narratives in policy making   

18 Use of narratives in Indian policy studies    

10 
 

19 Student Presentations for Assignment 1 Student led  

20 Student Presentations for Assignment 1 Student led  

11 
 

21 Case studies on different topics on Narrative Policy 

frame work 

  

22 Case study 1- Health   

12 
 

23 Case Study 2-Environment   

24 Case Study 3- Gender   

13 
 

25 Case Study 4- Finance   

26 Case Study 5-Politics   

 

 

14 
 

27 Guest Lecture –Tamseel Hussain –Founder of let 

me breathe (blog on environment stories ) 

  

28 

Guest Lecture -Deserai Crow, PhD 

  



Professor 

Program Director, Doctor of Philosophy in 

Public Affairs 

 

15 
 

29 Class discussion    

30 Class discussion   
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Scheme of Evaluation and Assessment:  

All students who opt to take this Elective Course must aim to attend all the classes. 

They are encouraged to maintain attendance above 75 percent. 

There are two components of assessment/grading:  

A) Internal: 70 percent 

B) Final Examination: 30 percent 

Internal assessment will be in the form of writing a long paper (seven pages, 

single-spaced, properly referenced hyperlinks or APA or Chicago style citation). 

This could be a research project where students are expected to apply ideas of 

Narrative Policy Framework to given policy problems. 

Internal assessment will also be based on taking part in in-class debates and 

discussions, oral responses and participating in quizzes. 

There will be a Mid-term Examination. 

 


