Elective course: Disability Rights and Justice: Access into Law’s Domain (Spring, 2026)
Abstract and Key Readings
By Shruti Pandey, Professor of Legal Practice, JGLS

This course critically engages with foundational concepts around disability, beginning with
lexical constructs such as disabled, disability, normality and impairment, and the hierarchies
within the spectrum of disabilities including physical, mental, and intellectual.

It examines the major models of disability studies: bio-medical; societal and environmental;
and systemic and structural. Analysing a range of social responses to disability—including
bias, stigma, othering, discrimination, and exclusion—it distinguishes the charity and service-
based approaches from rights-based approach centred on equality and non-discrimination, for
addressing the social responses. The various routes to agency of persons with disabilities are
examined such as incentives, quotas/ reservation, equal opportunities, reasonable
accommodation and accessibility, to bridge the gap between formal and substantive equality.

A sample intersectionality—of disability and gender—is examined to interrogate the norms
around ableism, beauty standards, sexuality, reproductive rights, and bodily integrity within
the context of patriarchy and heteronormativity. Also, some contentious bio-ethical dilemmas
are explored such as eugenics through assisted reproductive technologies, disability-selective
abortions, and euthanasia.

Overviews of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, 2006
(UNCRPD) and India’s Constitution and statutes on physical and mental disability, and some
landmark judgments are carried out. These are geared to understand the legal frameworks to
address the specific disadvantages faced by persons with disabilities, and the provisions for
their civil and political rights (CPRs) and economic, social and cultural rights (ESCRs), while
challenging the structures of inequality and discrimination that perpetuate their exclusion and
marginalization. The roles of state, private sector (such as employers, educational institutions,
and service providers) and family are also considered.

The course concludes by drawing learning from disability rights for the key human rights to
equality and non-discrimination, with the centrality of the inherent dignity and autonomy of
every person and their right of full participation in society. It also demonstrates the
importance of intersectional approaches and coherence between inclusive policies and
practices, rights, laws, and justice.

This would be of interest to law students with advanced interest in human rights and
litigation, including on disability issues, but not limited to them. The formative
assessment will be based on two in-class tests, the first reflective and the second scholastic.
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